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In 2013, Spark Centre’s Ignite start-up competition kicked off the first initiative of 
its kind in Durham Region. It quickly captured the attention of leaders in business, 
academia and government who all helped shine a light on entrepreneurship. 

102 startup companies were put through a rigorous pitch school where they learned 
the art of presenting and articulating their business ideas. 30 of those companies 
were selected to pitch their idea to a panel of industry experts. 

The Power Panel chose five finalists to run through a business boot camp and board 
room competition where ultimately two winners were selected to be showcased at the 
Ignite Finale. In the end two victors were crowned: Squabble Studios and MobileXCo, 
each received $50,000 in cash and in-kind to help build their businesses.

IGNITE

In 2015, Ignite entered its third year and 78 Innovative startup companies were put through 
an even deeper and more rigorous selection process. The process involved three 
competition categories: Student, Young Entrepreneur and General Entrepreneur. 

Four months later, IFTech and Sound Options emerged as the winners and each re-
ceived $25,000 in cash and were inducted into Spark Centre’s Thrive Accelerator Program.

Ignite has now become Spark Centre’s most notable public event, bringing awareness to 
our start-up industry, local entrepreneurship and the importance of creating an innovative 
economic ecosystem.

The Ignite process was extremely important to our business. It helped hone our pitch and 
forced us to get in front of people and talk about the product. Spark Centre supplied 

direction, guidance and hands on tools to help prepare a skill that is relevant to the real 
world and all startups.

- Brodie Stanfield, Co-Founder, IFTech
2015 Ignite Winner



Spark Centre is once again pleased to announce Ignite! It will begin in 
August 2016 and looks to yet again unite and ignite the innovative 
entrepreneurial community of Durham Region. 

Our plans include an expert Power Panel, embracing Local Pitch Schools, 
Competitions and continuing to share the Boardroom competition with the 
public.

We are pleased to announce our exciting 2016 value-packed sponsorship!

2016 MISSION

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Ignite is a fantastic program to help highlight innovation and entrepreneurship. 
Spark Centre is a wonderful place to go to get guidance and help your business 

move forward and Durham Region is lucky to have it!

- Bill Lewis – CA, Partner, A&A of BDO Canada
2014 & 2015 Ignite Sponsor

For sponsorship opportunities or inquiries, please contact info@sparkcentre.org
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